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[64 FR 54748, Oct. 7, 1999]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting §648.92, see the List of CFR
Sections Affected, which appears in the
Finding Aids section of the printed volume
and at www.fdsys.gov.

§648.93 Monkfish minimum fish sizes.

(a) General provisions. 1) All
monkfish caught by vessels issued a
valid Federal monkfish permit must
meet the minimum fish size require-
ments established in this section.

MINIMUM FISH SIZES
(Total Length/Tail Length)

Total Length Tail Length

17 inches (43.2 cm) 11 inches (27.9 cm)

(2) The minimum fish size applies to
the whole fish (total length) or to the
tail of a fish (tail length) at the time of
landing. Fish or parts of fish, with the
exception of cheeks and livers, must
have skin on while possessed on board
a vessel and at the time of landing in
order to meet minimum size require-
ments. ‘“Skin on’” means the entire
portion of the skin normally attached
to the portion of the fish or fish parts
possessed. Monkfish tails are measured
from the anterior portion of the fourth
cephalic dorsal spine to the end of the
caudal fin. Any tissue anterior to the
fourth dorsal spine is ignored. If the
fourth dorsal spine or the tail is not in-
tact, the minimum size is measured be-
tween the most anterior vertebra and
the most posterior portion of the tail.

(b) Minimum fish sice. The minimum
fish size for all vessels is 17 inches (43.2
cm) total length or 11 inches (27.9 cm)
tail length.

[64 FR 54749, Oct. 7, 1999, as amended at 68 FR
22329, Apr. 28, 2003; 70 FR 21944, Apr. 28, 2005]

§648.94 Monkfish possession and land-
ing restrictions.

(a) General. Monkfish may be pos-
sessed or landed either as tails only,
tails with associated heads possessed
separately, or in whole form (head on
and gutted), or any combination of the
three provided the weight of monkfish
heads on board does not exceed 1.91
times the weight of monkfish tails on

§648.94

board. When any combination of tails,
and whole fish are possessed or landed,
the possession or landing limit shall be
based on tail weight where all whole
monkfish (head on and gutted) are con-
verted to tail weight using the conver-
sion factor of 2.91. For example, whole
weight is converted to tail weight by
dividing the whole weight by 2.91. Con-
versely, tail weight is converted to
whole weight by multiplying the tail
weight by 2.91. If heads only are pos-
sessed in combination with tails, the
possession or landing limit for
monkfish heads may not exceed 1.91
times the tail weight of fish on board,
excluding any whole monkfish. The al-
lowed amount of head weight is deter-
mined by multiplying the tail weight
by 1.91. For example a vessel possessing
100 1b (45 kg) of tail weight may possess
an additional 191 1b (87 kg) of monkfish
heads (100 x 1.91 = 191). A vessel may
not possess heads only without pos-
sessing the equivalent weight of tails
allowed by using the conversion factor.

(b) Vessels issued limited access
monkfish permits—(1) Vessels fishing
under the monkfish DAS program in the
NFMA—@i) Category A and C wvessels.
Limited access monkfish Category A
and C vessels that fish under a
monkfish DAS exclusively in the
NFMA may land up to 1,250 1b (567 kg)
tail weight or 3,638 1b (1,650 kg) whole
weight of monkfish per DAS (or any
prorated combination of tail weight
and whole weight based on the conver-
sion factor for tail weight to whole
weight of 2.91). For every 1 1b (0.45 kg)
of tail only weight landed, the vessel
may land up to 1.91 1b (0.87 kg) of
monkfish heads only, as described in
paragraph (a) of this section.

(ii) Category B and D vessels. Limited
access monkfish Category B and D ves-
sels that fish under a monkfish DAS
exclusively in the NFMA may land up
to 470 1b (213 kg) tail weight or 1,368 1b
(621 kg) whole weight of monkfish per
DAS (or any prorated combination of
tail weight and whole weight based on
the conversion factor for tail weight to
whole weight of 2.91). For every 1 1lb
(0.45 kg) of tail only weight landed, the
vessel may land up to 1.91 1b (0.87 kg) of
monkfish heads only, as described in
paragraph (a) of this section.
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